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King Williams Town was established in 1835 by the Governor of the Cape Colony Sir Benjamin D'Urban, 

who attempted to create the Province of Queen Adelaide with King William’s Town as the capitol. The 

fortification, Fort Hill was built within what are now the grounds of Lovedale College. However, D’Urban’s 

ideas did not find favour in London and the province and its capitol were abandoned. Nine years later the 

new governor of the Cape, Sir Henry Smith created the Crown Colony of British Kaffraria, and re-

established King William’s Town. Thus began the construction of a large complex of military buildings 

(known as the Military Reserve) around Fort Hill. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Garrisons were stationed there from between 1847 to 1913, making the Military Reserve an active part of 

the Frontier Wars of 1850-53, 1877-78, the Morosi Mountain affair of 1879 and the Anglo-Boer War. The 

eminent South African Mounted Rifles (then the Cape Mounted Riflemen), a senior unit of the South 

African Defence force, had its headquarters there.  
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The Cape Mounted Riflemen were disbanded in 1913, after which it appears the area became disused. In 

1925 many of the barracks, stores and other buildings were demolished to make way for an industrial 

school, and little remains of the original buildings.  

(Adapted from: A report on the Military Reserve and the Buildings that remain in the grounds of the 

Excelsior School. By Denver Webb, Kaffrarian Museum, December 1988) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2010 ACO Associates were asked by Lovedale College to undertake a site inspection and prepare a 

report documenting a cache of historic weapons at a building site for new classrooms on the college 

premises. Three separate historic weapons caches were found in the newly excavated foundation 

trenches within a limited area. Two caches contained rifle barrels from at least 4 different types of 

weapon, while a third appeared to contain only old rifle bayonets. The traces of older stone foundations 

and rubble that were observed were believed to be remnants of Fort Hill, built between 1835 and 1847. 

Following the recommendations of SAHRA, ACO Associates was requested by the college to undertake 

the mitigation of the caches so that the building of new classrooms could go ahead. The mitigation 

revealed that two caches contained rifle barrels from at least 7 different types of weapon, while the third 

cache contained not only rifle bayonets, but in addition, numerous rifles, live ammunition and a wide 

range of other military equipment including a number of revolvers. More than a thousand assegai points 
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were recovered from amongst the jumble of military surplus, and are believed to be weapons that were 

confiscated or captured during the various frontier military campaigns. 

All the weapons had been rendered inoperable prior to being buried to prevent them being reused. It is 

unknown precisely when the weapons were buried but the range of ages provided by the weapon types, 

suggest that it resulted from the clearance of long stored material, possibly after the abandonment of the 

military reserve c1913. Samples of the weapons have been kept at both the Lovedale College and at 

ACO Associates. Plans were made for the remainder of the material to be destroyed. Some items were 

restored with the assistance of the Nautical Conservation Laboratory at Texas A&M University, College 

Station in Texas, USA. (Adapted from an unpublished report).  
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